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tovernor Belcher Mansion
1046 Hast Jersey Street
Elizabeth, Union County, New Jersey

Owner: Mr., Warren R. Dix
Date of Erection: Eighteenth century; fireback now
in the outer wall of the house
bears date 1742; an sddltion was
made in 17613 the whole was
renovated in 18989
Architect:
. Builder: (Probable) A member of the Ogden family
Present Condition: Good
Number of Stories: Two
Materials of Construction: Foundstlion - stone
Exterlor walls - older
section brick; front
Flemish bond; addition
in the resar frame
Interior walls - plester
with weainscoting and
paneling
Inside brick chimneys
Roof =~ pitch
Historical Data:
The esrly owvner of the land upon which this

house stands appesrs to have been PBenjsmin Ogden who
by will dated 1722 gsve the tract to his sons John and
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Benjamin as land "where son John now dwells"., It
appears that the property remained in the hande of
the Ogdens until it was bought by Willlam Peartres
Emith. Yrom this it would seem that the house was
built by some member of the Ogden femily. The
date, however, is uncertain. The will of Renjamin
Ogden would leed one to believe that there was a
house on the property in 1722Z. VWhen the house was
remodeled in 1899, a firebasck was found in the
easterly wing bearing the date 1742, This may be
the date of erection.

Governor Belcher came to llve in the
house in 1751 and 1t wags enlarged at this time.
Thils addition eeems to have heen the portion west
of the main hall since the west wall of the hall
i=s 8ll brick snd the line of junetion is eazily
discernible on the outside. Furthermore, the
brick on the front wall east of the entrance are
approximately eight and one half by four by two
and three-qusrters; those to the west gre smasller
being sabout eight and one-~half by three and three-
quarters by two; so that the part built in 1751
appears to be the drawing room snd the large bed
T O0mM.

Jonathan Belcher was an American, bhorn
cf wealthy parents st Cambridge, Massachusetis on
Jamuary 8, 1681-2, FEHe was graduated from Harvard
in 1699 and after his graduation he wa= gsent to Europe
where he made the acquaintsnce with the Prince who
wae later to become George I and thue opened the
way for political preferment, Vhile he was in
England, he became a free mason and was initiated
in 1704, thirteen years hefore the English Grand
Lodge wes orgenlzed, belng probsbly the first
American to join the free masons., On his second
visit to Englend in 1729, he was appointed Governor
of Massachusgetts and New Hampshire. His adminlstra-
tion wes very unpopular and in 1741 he was removed.
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He took smother trip abroad =2nd espperently vindicated
himself, for he returnsed in 1747 as Royal Governor

of New Jersey. He first settled in Burlington, but
later moved to Ellzabethtown leasing and occupying
this house which was the seat of government until

his dsath in 1757,

Before coming to Elizsbeth, Belcher
had granted the College of New Jersey its second
charter, the flrst heing defective asnd insdequste,
Frem the time of the granting of the charter until
his death CGovernor Belcher was active in promoting
the welfare of the college. When the college was
removed to Princeton and its first building was
erected, he gave it the name of Nassau Hall; his
own name had been proposed, but he would not permit
its use. Jusat before his death he prssented thse
college with his libdrary of four hundred volumes
which was a large collsection in thoss dsys. Governor
Belcher hes been termed the patron of the college,
and the o0ld mansion has been called "the cradle of
Princeton University",

There 1s some conflict az to the owner-
ghip of ths house gfter Governor Belcher's dssath,
The Heverend Mr, Hsll stated that he bought the
houge in 1758, Howsver, 1t eppears that William
Psartree Smith owned the property st least from
1766-1784 gnd he appears to have been a8 regidsnt
of that town in 1758, so that in all likelihood
Smith bought the property directly from the Ogdeng.
Smith was a graduste of Yales and quite famous in
his dey as & writer; at one time he edited a papser
with Governor Livingston. Smith came from g well
known New York femily. Hls grandfather had been one
of the first meyors of New York end his father, Port
Royal Smith, was Governor-General of Jamalcas and a
friend of Governor Bslcher,
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Williem was a patriot during the Revolutionary
struggle. His daughter Xaty married Ellisa Boudinot
te marriage was one of the great zocial events

of the pericd.

The next owner of the property was the
Reverend David Austin and the house thus became
the parsonage of the First Presbyterian Church of
which he was pastor from 1788~1797. 1In 17397
Colonel Asron Ogden became the owner of the house.
He was = descendant of the original Ogden family.
He was born in 1756, was gradusted from Princeton
In 1773, gerved during the Revolution, and then
entered upon the practice of law, He was a Senstor
from New Jersey, and in 1812 became Governor of
New Jersey so that for a second time the house be-
came the Covernor'ts Wanslion. Durlng the time he
occupied the house many notable men were enter-
tained here. Among these was Lafayette who was
entertalined by Ogden on his laat vieit to this
country in 1824,

tovernor Ogden lost the property and it
was bought at Sheriff's ssle in 1833 by a son Judge
Dayton Ogden from whom 1t passed to John J. Chetwood
a3 trustee in 1826, It passed from him through
Edward C. Mayo, Aaron L. Kiddlebrook, and F. D.
Chetwood to Dr. Charles David who owned 1t from
1837 to 1858, In 1858 it again became the property
of Judge Ogden who conveyed it to Amos Clark in
1865. Clark owned it with the exception of a
ghort period until 1898 when it became the property
of ¥r. Pix. WYhen Hr. Dix bought the progerty in
1898 he began restoration.

The wing extending east toward Cetherine
Street was in such =z dilapidated condition that it
was pulled down., It was in thls wing that the fire-
back besring the date 1742 was discovered, Thls was
placed in the outer wall of the house. The old
materlal was used in the addition In the rear., A
modern extension in the rear of the library and east
bed room wasg also removed by Mr. Dilx,
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In renovating the house care was
exercised to oreserve its old features. The
only change made in the library was the cutting
of a wide entrance door in the hall. The mantel
of the library is unusual in design. The draw=-
ing room remains practically as it was. The
stair case is a fine gpecimen of colonlal work.
In the north alcove of the east bed room 1s to
be found 2 curious ©l1ld desk built in the wall
with shelves above and drawers below. The large
west bed room wsas apoarently Governor Belcher's,
The mantel in this room is new.

There ig a curiocus old wood lock bound
with iron on the front door. This door 12 in two
parts each paneled. The outer plate glass doors
came from the old Burr House at Pairfield, Connecticut,
built after the Revolution., The original portico
was moved forward forming the outer portion of the
present entrancs.

The timbers are hewn oak, some of them of
immense size. The thickness of the walls 1s reslized
when 1t 1g noted that enocugh bricks have besn re-
moved from some of the windows to accomodate the
steam radiators and yet leave a substantlal wall
outsgide,
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